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BOISE – What is so special about the Owyhee desert and canyons? Find out first-hand in a series of outings led by Idaho conservation groups this spring. 

President Obama recently protected 517,000 acres of this ruggedly beautiful land as official Wilderness, and 316 miles of rivers as Wild & Scenic Rivers.

“Idaho’s Owyhee Canyonlands are an incredible place to explore, with endless possibilities for both long and short journeys. I enjoy introducing families to the high desert and showing them wilderness can be accessible for everyone. The North Fork Owyhee River Wilderness is a great place to show kids wildlands they can hike into and explore at their own pace, said” John McCarthy, The Wilderness Society.
The nine trips of the annual Owyhee Spring Outings Series are open to all and include activities such day hiking, bird watching, nature photography and camping at Bruneau Sand Dunes. 

Just a few hours southwest of Boise, the Owyhees contain hidden desert canyons, sweeping sagebrush plains and free-flowing rivers and streams that are home to wildlife, rare plants and a rich archeology.
Organizers of the annual Owyhee Spring Outings Series include Idaho Conservation League, The Wilderness Society, Sierra Club and Idaho Rivers United. The outings are offered each spring to provide an opportunity to experience the Owyhee region, and learn more about Idaho’s unique desert ecosystem.  
The series kicks off on April 18th through the beautiful red rocks of Leslie Gulch, and continue through the final outing on Friday May 22 with a birdwatching hike in Avondale Basin near Silver City.
For details go to www.owyheeinitiative.org. 

Pre-registration is required. Space is limited and is on a first-come basis. Participants are encouraged to carpool from the designated meeting sites. A donation of $5 for members, $10 for non-members is requested.
Owyhee Spring Outing Schedule

April 18: Leslie Gulch Hike
Experience the beautiful colors of the Owyhees in spring—the red rock, the green junipers, under the blue sky! This will be a strenuous, three-mile hike off-trail, led by Alan Hausrath, departing Boise 8:30 a.m and returning around 5:00 p.m. To Register call Jessica at 384-1023.

April 25: Shoofly Creek Hike and Wildlife Watch

Day hike up Shoofly Creek. Raptor biologist Dustin Perkins will join the group, so be sure to bring your binoculars. Sage grouse and California Bighorn sheep also frequent the area, so wildlife viewing opportunities abound. This will be a moderate, 5-mile off-trail hike, led by Brad Brooks, departing Boise at 8:00 a.m. returning to Boise at 4:00 p.m. To register call Brenda at 343-8153 ext. 1.

April 25: Hike to Indian Hot Springs
Here is a spectacularly scenic and fun outing.  The hike will be moderate-to-difficult, about 3.5 miles to Indian Hot Springs. For the day hike depart Boise 7:30 a.m., returning 9:00 p.m. To register call Marcy at 345-6936 ext. 14. You may also camp out for a night or weekend at Bruneau Dunes State Park. (See next outing description.)

April 25-27: Campout at Bruneau Dunes State Park
This event is in conjunction with the Indian Hot Springs hike listed above. Hike leader Paul Tower will be camping at the Bruneau Dunes State Park for the weekend and welcomes others who join him on the hike, or time at the tallest free standing sand dune in North America. To reserve a spot contact Bruneau Dunes State Park, at 208-366-7919. www.stateparks.com/bruneau_dunes.html.
April 25 or April 26: Sage Grouse at Sunrise. Two separate outings!

Vanpool to a lek (dancing ground) to observe the amazing mating rituals of this reclusive bird. Participants must be able to quietly observe, so we recommend ages 12 and up. No hiking is involved, but driving conditions can be rough. Led by Bill Sedivy and Idaho Department of Fish and Game biologist Michelle Commons-Kemner. Departing Boise at 4:00 a.m. sharp, returning at 1:00 p.m. To register: call or email Jeff at 343-7481, jeff@idahorivers.org.

April 25: North Fork Owyhee River Family Hike
Hike into the new North Fork Owyhee Wilderness. Kids over 8 are welcome, with parent or guardian. We will scramble off-trail, with an old juniper log homesteader cabin as our destination. The hike starts near the river, goes up the canyon side about 400 feet and then drops back down to the river again. Hike is intended to introduce families to the North Fork campground and surrounding hiking options. Led by John McCarthy leaving Boise at 8:30 a.m. returning about 5:00 p.m. To register call Brenda at 343-8153 ext 1
May 16: Photography at Bruneau Overlook
This is a great opportunity to hike around and photograph the scenic Bruneau River and spring landscapes. Join two expert photographers who will give pointers on composition and technical settings so you can improve your  landscape photography skills. Led by Albert Dickinson and Kevin Lewis, departing Boise at 9:00 a. m. returning at 4:00 p.m. To register: call or email Jeff at 343-7481, jeff@idahorivers.org.

May 22: Avondale Basin Bird Watching Hike 

Great opportunity to go birding and hiking out in the Owyhee Mountains at Avondale Basin, with an optional stop in Silver City at the Idaho Hotel, for a slice of pie! We will travel on dirt roads, so a high-clearance vehicle is recommended. Led by Alan Hausrath and Jonathan Stokes, departing Nampa 8:00 a.m. returning about 6:00 p.m. To register: Contact Jonathan 344-4805.
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